
































3. 2008 Annual General Meeting (AGM)

The GEN Annual General Meeting (AGM) and its related events
and activities are recognized by members and invitees as the
best venues for the exchange of views and advice on
addressing ecolabelling challenges and opportunities.

This year the Annual General Meeting was held in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada from September 29 to October 2, 2008 at the
home of Canada's EcoLogo™ Program (formerly known as the
Environmental Choice Program). 2008 was EcolLogo's 20th
year anniversary.

The 2008 program of events were as follows:

September 29, 2008 2008 Board of Directors Meeting

September 30, 2008 International Workshop: The Evolving Role of Ecolabelling as a Policy Tool

October 1, 2008 Education and Networking Day

October 2, 2008 New Board of Directors Meeting

3.1 International Workshop: The Evolving Role of Ecolabelling as an Effective Policy
and Marketing Tool

This day-long workshop brought together leaders from ecolabelling programs, policy makers, and industry
and consumer representatives to share emerging global perspectives on ecolabelling (See Table 7 for a list
of speakers).

Experts identified and considered the role that credible labelling can play in promoting trade, increasing
market opportunities for environmentally preferable products, and supporting sustainable policy objectives.
Case studies from government and industry provided concrete examples of appropriate applications and
benefits of ecolabelling.

TABLE 7 - Speakers at the International Workshop

Speaker Topic

John Polak, Global Ecolabelling Network Introduction to Environmental Labelling

Margaret Kenny, Environment Canada Ecolabelling in Canada

Tim Edwards, Strategic Initiatives Australia Role of Ecolabels in Government Policy

Marianne Eskeland, Ecolabelling Norway The use of ecolabels to Protect Children's health

Eva Eiderstrom, Swedish Society for Nature | How ecolabelling changed cleaning product formulations

Conservation

Silvia Ferratini, UNEP Paris Ecolabels as a Trade Tool

Chris OBrian, Center for a New American The Evolution of Green Procurement

Dream

Scott McDougall, TerraChoice Group Inc. Selling to the Green Marketplace

Wendy Williams, TCO Development Developing New Markets through Ecolabels
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3.2 Education and Networking Day

The Education and Networking Day was an opportunity for GEN members to engage in a non-formal
setting. Members visited and explored parts of the Ottawa region and the Biosphere in Montreal,

Quebec, Canada.

3.3 GEN Workshop

The theme for the 2008 Workshop was "The Future of GEN." Presentations were made by John Polak and
Fleischman Hillard.

3.4 Annual General Meeting: Outcomes and Decisions

Elections and Appointments (see Table 8)
¢ Election of Robin Taylor as the new GEN Chair.
e Election of Ms. Adela Petrova, Mr. Bjorn-Erik Lonn and Ms. Eva Eiderstrom for another one-

year term on the GEN Board.
e Election of Ms. Linda Chipperfield, Dr. Ning Yu and Mr. Sombo Yamamura as new Board

members.
e Appointment of Ms. Lisbeth Engel Hansen and Mr. John Polak to serve as next year's

Nominations and Election Committee.
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Administration and Management

e Approval of the TerraChoice Group Inc. proposal to provide GEN Secretariat services for an additional
three year period.

e Acceptance of the Japan Environment Association's (JEA) offer to provide General Affairs Office
facilities, staffing and services for an additional three year period (2009 to 2011).

e Approval was expressed by official representatives of twenty-one (21) GEN member organizations for
amendment of the GEN By-Laws.

¢ Approval of the 2007 Financial Statements document as tabled.

» Approval of a $50,000 US budget amount for potential Board allocation towards further advancement of
the GENSs future directions plan.

e Acceptance of the proposal by the Japan Environment Association (JEA) officials to stage the 2009
GEN Event in Japan.

Membership
e Approval of the China Environmental United Certification Center (CEC) as a new GEN member
organization.
e Approval of the new GEN membership fee structure for application in 2009.

GENICES
e Encouragement for all members to complete the GENICES Peer Review Process as soon as possible.
Up to $10,000 US is allocated towards the funding of relevant travel expenses for the GENICES
Program.
¢ A third-party "accreditation of GEN members" option should be explored in the future as an extension of
the GENICES Peer Review Process if and when the members will have completed the GENICES Peer
Review Process.

External Relations
¢ GEN members are not prepared to commit to the Earthmark OK initiative at this time.
¢ Dr. Ning Yu to continue to serve as the lead GEN liaison official in association with ISO events and
activities, including the recently implemented ISO/TC207 Subcommittee 3 Task Force Group.

2009 Board of Directors

Robin Taylor, Chair The New Zealand Ecolabelling Trust
Adela Petrova Czech Ecolabelling Agency

Bjorn-Erik Lonn Nordic Ecolabelling Board

Eva Eiderstrom Swedish Society for Nature Conservation
Linda Chipperfield Green Seal

Ning Yu Environment and Development Foundation
Sombo Yamamura, Japan Environment Association

Treasurer

Administration

Susan Herbert Secretariat, TerraChoice Group Inc.

Ikuko Yoshida General Affairs Office, Japan Environment Association




4. Financial Statements

4.1 2008 Financial Statements

Table 9 provides a summary of the 2008 Financial Statements.

TABLE 9 - 2008 Budget and Actual (on cash flow basis) *as of December 31, 2008

Income Source Budget (US$) Actual (US$)
Membership Fees 80,000 105,233
JEA Contribution 24,000 24,000
Carryover from 2007 47,000 43,194
Other (bank interests, etc.) 800 442
Sponsorship(Germany) 0 14,605
TOTAL 151,800 187,474
Expenses Budget (USS) Actual (US$)
Personnel: Chair $10,980 $10,980
Personnel: Secretariat 40,000 40,000
Personnel: GAO 21,000 21,000
Web Site Review and Upgrade Work 10,000 6,224
Other Project Work (e.g. technical assistance, etc...) 40,000 0
Travel 12,000 13,430
Annual GEN Workshop 10,000 10,000
GENews(web) and Annual report 5,000 1,987
Audit and Legal fee 2,000 1,905
Bank Charges and Miscellaneous 800 524
TOTAL 151,780 106,050
Carry-over to 2009 20 81,424
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